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LISTING OF THE CLAIMS: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 

Claims 1-7. (Cancelled) 

Claim 8. (Original) A connecting member for releasably connecting a first part to a 
second part, the connecting member comprising: 
a housing having a second opening; and 

a second locking member having a second tab and a second button, said second 
locking member being on said housing such that said second locking member biases 
said second tab through said second opening, said second tab being releasably 
connectable to the second part in said housing when said second tab is biased through 
said second opening, and said second locking member being configured such that 
pressure on said second button moves said second tab from the second part. 

Claim 9. (Original) The connecting member as in claim 8, wherein said housing 
forms a part of the first part or the second part. 

Claim 10. (Original) The connecting member as in claim 8, wherein said second 
locking member has a major axis and a minor axis, said second tab being along said 
minor axis and said second button being along said major axis. 

Claim 1 1 . (Original) The connecting member as in claim 8, further comprising a first 
retaining rim on said housing for maintaining said second locking member in a selected 
position. 

Claim 12. (Original) The connecting member as in claim 11, further comprising a 
second rim on said housing to maintain said second locking member in said selected 
position between said first and second retaining rims. 
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Claim 13. (Original) The connecting member as in claim 12, wherein said second 
retaining rim includes an inwardly depending tab for securing said second retaining rim 
to a fourth opening in said housing. 

Claim 14. (Original) The connecting member as in claim 8, further comprising: a first 
locking member having a first tab and a first button, said first locking member being in 
said housing such that said first locking member biases said first tab through a first 
opening and said first button through third opening, said first tab being releasably 
connectable to the first part when said first locking member biases said first tab through 
said first opening, and said first button remaining uncovered by the first part when the 
first part is releasably connected to said first tab. 

Claim 15. (Original) A releasably connected assembly comprising: 
a first part having an inner diameter and a first opening; 
a second part having an outer diameter and a second opening; and 
a connecting member having a first end in said inner diameter and a second end 
over said outer diameter, said connecting member having a first tab biased through said 
connecting member at said first end into said first opening and a first button biased 
through said connecting member such that said first button is freely depressible to move 
said first tab from said first opening, said connecting member having a second tab is 
biased through said connecting member at said second end into said second opening 
and a second button for moving said second tab from said second opening. 

Claim 16. (Original) The assembly as in claim 15, wherein said first part is an 
implement and said second part is an extension pole. 

Claim 17. (Original) The assembly as in claim 15, further comprising one or more 
retaining rims for maintaining said second tab in a selected position. 

Claims 1 8-20, (Cancelled) 



Page 3 of 6 

PAGE 5/8 * RCVD AT 5/23/2005 8:05:09 AM [Eastern Daylight Time] ' SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/2 1 DNIS:8729306 * CSID:203 327 6401 * DURATION (mm-ss):02-10 



05/23/2085 '08:03 203-327-6401 OHLANDT GREELEY PAGE 06/08 

Serial No. 10/730,804 
Art Unit 3679 

Claim 21 . (New) A connecting member for connecting a first part to a second part, 
the connecting member comprising: 

a housing having a first end and a second end, said first end being configured for 
connection to the first part and said second end being configured for connection to the 
second part; 

a pair of retaining rims extending from said housing; 
an opening defined in said housing between said pair of retaining rims; and 
a locking member having a tab and a button, said locking member disposed 
about said housing between said pair of retaining rims so that said tab is normally 
biased through said opening into the second part but so that pressure on said second 
button removes said second tab from the second part. 

Claim 22. (New) The connecting member as in claim 21, wherein said second 
locking member has a major axis and a minor axis, said tab being along said minor axis 
and said button being along said major axis. 
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